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as good as off. Phelippcs deciphered the letter and sent a copy to
Walsingharn, endorsed with the postmark for excessive speed -
the gallows!

If Walsingham had now let well alone, he would have robbed
the old-fashioned but exploded case for Mary of a specious
argument. Instead, he forged a postscript to Mary's letter, ask-
ing Babington for the names of the six gentlemen who were to
kill Elizabeth. His object was simple and excusable. He wanted
irrefutable evidence to convict the assassins. Had all gone as he
planned, he would have received the reply, retained It, and im-
mediately rounded up the conspirators. As it was, Babington
delayed sending the names, and Walsingham was forced to
strike before he was ready.

On 2 August - pathetic confidence 1 - Mary wrote to a con-
federate abroad to say that the secret post was now, thank God,
so safely established that he could write to her whenever he
pleased. Two days later Walsingham made the first of his arrests,
and, a few days after, Mary was Invited out to hunt, met by a
troop of horsemen, and led to a neighbouring house, while her
two secretaries were made prisoners and all her papers at Chart-
ley seized. Among the papers - it is said - were found letters
from certain English noblemen, full of expressions of love and
respect; but these Elizabeth concealed in silence,e according to
that motto which she used, Video et taceo> that is, I see, but say
nothing.*

When the conspirators were apprehended, the citizens of
London rang their bells, lit bonfires, made merry in the streets,
sang psalms, marched about with tabor and pipe, and gave
many a shout, ethat the air rang withal'; for if ever subjects
worshipped their sovereign, they did Queen Elizabeth. Deeply
moved, she wrote them a superb declaration of her love; where-
upon their joy and emotion were redoubled. It was as though
England had escaped a new St Bartholomew. e These hellish
priests', wrote a correspondent of Walsingham's, 'are the
poisoners and infectors of all the wicked ones in England, Cut
off them, and then both treasons and disloyal attempts have lost
their taste,' On 20 September Babington and six of the principal